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ALUMNI  NOTES 

There  is  no  University  of  Toronto 
Alumni  in  one  body  but  a body  known 
as  the  Alumni  Federation  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Toronto.  It  is  composed  of 
fifteen  constituent  bodies  of  which  one 
is  the  Engineering  Alumni  Association. 
This  organization  you  all  belong  to  on 
graduation  whether  you  pay  your  fees 
or  not.  Also  if  you  have  completed  one 
or  more  years  and  then  leave  School 
you  still  belong  to  it.  As  for  -the  Fed- 
eration, you  do  not  belong  to  it  unless 
you  have  paid  your  fees. 

The  Federation  was  formed  after  the 
Great  War  so  that  money  could  be  col- 
lected to,  in  some  way,  honour  those 
who  lost  their  lives  in  the  war.  A sum 
was  collected  large  enough  to  put  up 
the  Memorial  Tower  and  then  as  money 
still  continued  to  pour  in,  the  Carillon 
was  added.  The  feelings  ran  so  high 
that  there  was  no  stopping  the  flow  of 
money  and  enough  was  collected  so 
that  the  War  Memorial  Scholarships 
were  established.  These  are  still  in  ex- 
istence to-day,  as  you  all  no  doubt 
know.  The  Federation  also  edits  the 
University  of  Toronto  Monthly,  runs 
Alumni  Night  in  the  Spring,  at  Hart 
House,  an  odd  Theatre  Night, — and  so 
works  that  everything  is  done  to  fur- 
ther the  interests  of  the  various  Asso- 
ciations and  the  University  as  a whole. 

Your  Engineering  Alumni  Associa- 
tion as  noted  above  is  composed  of  about 
4000  members,  some  700  of  whom  are 
paid-up.  It  functions  through  its  Council 
who  are  elected  each  three  years,  in 
the  summer.  It  runs  a Reunion  every 
three  years,  aids  financially  the  Tech- 
nical Service  Council,  has  just  made 
the  first  awards  of  the  Alumni  Medal, 
the  Award  of  Merit,  works  to  further 
the  lot  of  the  Engineer  in  his  commun- 
ity, raises  Scholarships,  and  consults 
with  your  Faculty  on  the  courses  at 
School.  In  later  editions  we  will  en- 
deavour to  show  you  how  this  is  done 
and  to  give  you  more  detailed  accounts 
of  what  they  are  doing. 

There  is  also  a Junior  Panel  who  rep- 
resent the  most  recent  five  Graduation 
Classes  and  the  present  Graduating 
Year.  You  are  represented  on  it  by 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


SHOPPING  EARLY 

Shop  early ! Mail  early ! Such  are 
Christmastide  entreaties  with  which  we 
are  confronted  these  days  at  every  turn. 

We  were  brought  up,  if  we  lived  in 
a wise  household,  to  go  to  bed  early, 
to  get  up  early,  to  get  to  work  early. 
A running  start  is  worth  a lot. 

I was  having  luncheon  at  the  Club  a 
few  days  ago  with  an  old  college  chum  ; 
we  are  both  white  haired  (he  nearly 
bald)  and  we  got  talking  of  the  “gay 
nineties’’  when  we  graduated.  We  room- 
ed together  then  and  our  talk  ran  of 
those  days  and  how  different  our  tem- 
peraments, our  tastes  and  habits — he 
went  into  law  and  gained  a high  repu- 
tation. In  our  college  days  he  studied 
until  far  into  the  night,  two  and  some- 
times three  o’clock.  I went  to  bed  at 
ten  and  was  up  at  five  (in  the  Spring), 
and  got  in  two  and  a half  hours  of  good 
work  before  breakfast.  I suppose  that 
is  one  difference  between  the  professions 
of  Law  and  Engineering ; the  one  is 
reading  and  memory,  the  other  applica- 
tion and  action. 

Did  it  ever  occur  to  you  at  what  time 
in  the  day — the  twenty-four  hours — you 
were  most  mentally  alert,  had  your 
brightest  thoughts,  conceived  your  new 
ideas,  had  your  real  inspirations  ? I 
have  asked  that  of  many  men.  The 
answer  has  invariably  been  during  the 
early  morning  and  that  has  also  been 
my  own  experience — while  lying  abed 
awake,  if  one  so  indulges,  whilst  shav- 
ing, in  one’s  morning  bath,  at  break- 
fast. Science  says,  of  course,  it  is  be- 
cause the  brain  is  bright,  rested,  re- 
freshed after  a night’s  sleep.  I have 
had  this  from  draftsmen,  designers,  and 
active  energetic  engineers,  from  busi- 
ness men,  soldiers,  government  officials, 
and  public  men.  Once  at  a dinner  at 
Government  House  in  Toronto  the  talk 
at  one  end  of  the  table  turned  on  this, 
and  in  response  to  the  question  as  to 
when  most  bright  thoughts  occurred,  a 
well-known  Russian  Grand  Duke 
promptly  replied,  “In  the  morning,  when 
I’m  shaving”. 

* * * 

We  are  approaching  another  Christ- 
mas, this  year  one  which  comes  on 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


FROM  BEHIND  CLOSED 
DOORS 

School  Dinner  is  over,  but  not  for- 
gotten, and  everyone  will  agree  that 
it  was  the  best  School  Dinner  in  years. 
We  can  now  look  forward  to  School 
At-Home  and  School  Nite,  both  of 
which  will  share  the  spotlight  during 
the  spring  term.  Let’s  see  what  the 
committees  are  planning  for  these  two 
great  events ! 

* * * 

First,  we  have  School  At-Home  on 
Friday,  January  19th,  at  the  Royal 
York  Hotel.  This  is  “your”  formal 
dance  and,  as  we  all  know,  has  the 


The  Executive  of  the  Eng- 
ineering Society  and  the 
staff  of  the  Toike  Oike  join 
in  wishing  you  a MERRY 
CHRISTMAS. 


reputation  as  the  best  “At-Home”  on 
the  campus. 

* * * 

For  the  At-Home  we  cannot  get  an 
American  orchestra  this  year  due  to 
the  present  world  conditions,  but  this 
fact  should  be  no  occasion  for  lack  of 
enthusiasm.  School  will  have  the  best 
Canadian  orchestra  obtainable.  There 
are  of  course  several  orchestras  that 
might  be  suggested  but  these  are  under 
contract  to  their  hotels  and  can  not  be 
taken  into  consideration.  We  have,  how- 
ever, a number  of  good  orchestras  close 
to  home,  and  you  can  depend  on  your 
committee  to  choose  the  best. 

The  evening  will  be  further  enlivened 
with  the  presence  of  some  well-known 
professional  entertainers.  The  entertain- 
( Continued  on  Page  2) 
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STUDIES 

The  Christmas  edition  of  Toike  Oike 
comes  at  a time  when  there  is  no  School 
function  in  the  near  future  on  which 
to  elaborate.  We  could  mention  School 
At-Home,  but  that  hardly  needs  pub- 
licity. As  for  School  Nite,  nobody  ever 
misses  that  anyway.  And  since  we  are 
not  engaging  in  any  editorial  battles 
(it’s  hopeless  trying  to  get  a year  that 
way)  there  is  obviously  no  reason  for 
an  editorial. 

But,  as  the  great  presses  chafe  at 
the  delay,  and  an  expectant  eager  public 
impatiently  cools  its  heels,  the  idea 
comes  that  there  is  one  thing  in  crying 
need  of  discussion.  That  thing  is  the 
question  of  studying  during  the  holidays. 
And  so  the  words  of  wisdom  ring  forth. 

The  man  who  studies  during  the  holi- 
days is  a dirty  scab ! 

The  man  who  doesn’t  study  during 
the  holidays  is  a damn  fool ! 

But  then  who  wants  to  be  bright 
anyhow  ? 


POME 

There's  the  wonderful  love  of  a beauti- 
ful maid, 

And  the  love  of  a staunch  true  man. 
And  the  love  of  a baby  unafraid — 

All  have  existed  since  life  began. 

But  the  most  wonderful  love — the  love 
of  loves, 

Even  greater  than  that  of  a mother, 
Is  the  tender,  passionate,  infinite  love 
Of  one  drunken  bum  for  another. 


Add  this  to  your  collection  of  toasts: 
“Here's  to  Hell.  May  the  stay  there 
be  as  pleasant  as  the  way  there.” 


Guest : “My  word,  I’m  thirsty.” 
Hostess:  “Wait  a moment  and  I’ll 
get  you  some  water.” 

Guest : “I  said  thirsty,  not  dirty.” 


I passed  your  house  yesterday. 
Thanks  awfully. 


The  gum  chewing  girl 
And  the  cud  chewing  cow 
Are  somewhat  alike 
Yet  different  somehow. 

What  is  the  difference? 

Oh,  I see  it  now 
It's  the  thoughtful  look 
On  the  face  of  the  cow. 

FROM  BEHIND  CLOSED 
DOORS 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
ment  provided  at  the  School  Dinner 
was  a sample  of  what  can  be  expected 
in  the  way  of  excellent  divertissement. 
In  addition  it  is  planned  to  serve  some 
light  refreshments  during  the  evening 
— this  will  be  carried  out  in  a very 
novel  manner,  and  will  be  only  one  of 
the  surprises  at  the  At-Home. 

* * * 

Every  department  in  School  is  going 
to  have  its  own  exhibit  at  the  At-Home. 
This  will  provide  some  keen  competi- 
tion and  most  of  the  departments  are 
already  hard  at  work  with  their  plans. 
Everybody  can  help  their  own  depart- 
ment both  manually  and  by  suggestions. 
These  exhibits  are  to  depict  each  de- 
partment and  most  of  them  will  be 
models  in  full  operation.  For  further 
information  see  your  year  representa- 
tive or  Club  Chairman. 

* * * 

One  of  the  most  important  points  of 
the  At-Home,  which  you  will  be  glad 
to  hear,  is  that  the  price  will  be  the 
most  reasonable  in  the  history  of  the 
At-Home,  and  will  be  around  $3.59  a 
couple. 

* * * 

After  the  At-Home,  the  next  most 
important  event  on  the  campus  will  be 
“School  Nite",  on  February  9th  in  Hart 
House.  To  divulge  the  nature  of  the 
“Revue”  would  only  spoil  it  for  all 
concerned.  However,  our  talent  scouts 
have  picked  out  the  “best”  in  School 
and  a production  worth)-  of  Schoolmen 
will  be  presented. 

* * * 

In  addition  to  our  own  School  orch- 
estra for  the  Revue,  there  will  be  four 
orchestras  present  for  dancing.  A new 
and  very  different  swimming  exhibition 
is  being  planned,  and  the  Varsity  gym 
team  will  be  present  for  an  exhibition 
of  their  skill.  A buffet  supper  will  be 
served  in  the  Great  Hall. 

* * * 

In  past  years  it  has  been  customary 
to  sign  list  to  obtain  tickets  for  School 
Nite.  Unfortunately,  however,  this 
seems  to  have  resulted  in  general  con- 
fusion, and  a number  of  those  who 
signed  their  names  did  not  obtain  tickets. 
To  overcome  this  difficulty,  ticket  sales 
are  going  to  open  two  weeks  in  advance 
of  the  party,  and  no  list  will  be  signed. 
In  this  way  everyone  will  have  the 


same  opportunity  and — first  come,  first 
served. 

* * * 

It  will  be  of  interest  to  everyone  to 
know  that  Jim  Cawley,  President  of 
First  Year,  and  George  Kennedy,  Chem- 
ical Club  Chairman,  are  going  to  repre- 
sent School  at  the  Canadian  Students' 
Assembly  convention  in  Montreal  dur- 
ing the  holidays. 


Give  a girl  a free  hand  and  she's 
liable  to  slap  you  with  it. 


The  old-fashioned  girl  who  saved  her 
kisses  for  a rainy  day  now  has  a rock 
and  rye  daughter  who  saves  hers  for 
a wet  night. 


ELECTRICAL  CLUB 

The  Electrical  Club  wound  up  its 
activities  for  the  Fall  Term  on  Tuesday 
evening  with  a very  successful  smoker 
in  Hart  House.  The  speaker  was  Mr. 
Bateman  of  the  Canadian  General  Elec- 
tric Co.,  who  gave  an  interesting  lecture 
on  "Modern  Improvements  in  Lighting” 
which  he  illustrated  with  lantern  slides. 
He  also  included  a practical  demonstra- 
tion of  some  of  the  newer  types  of 
lamps. 

The  dance  held  in  conjunction  with 
the  Mechanical  and  Engineering  Physics 
Clubs  was  a pronounced  success.  Spirit 
and  enthusiasm  ran  so  high  and  so 
many  Toike  Oikes  rent  the  air  that 
they  say  Eddie  Stroud's  broadcast  from 
the  Arcadian  sounded  like  a communist 
meeting  so  they  cut  it  off  the  air.  Per- 
haps “every  Engineer  is  by  nature  a 
communist”  after  all. 

The  Bowling  night  which  we  were  to 
have  had  in  late  November  was  post- 
poned on  account  of  the  dance,  but  it 
will  be  held  in  January.  Details  will  be 
announced  later. 

Best  wishes  for  a successful  1940. 

Dox  McGregor 


MECHANICAL  CLUB 

Despite  a broken  fan  belt,  the  Fourth 
Year  arrived  at  the  plant  of  Bertram 
& Sons,  Dundas,  Ontario,  in  a very 
cheerful  mood.  After  inspecting  the 
plant,  more  or  less,  the  class  was  taken 
to  lunch  by  the  company.  In  the  after- 
noon. the  two  plants  of  Babcock-Wicox 
& Goldie-McCulIoch,  Limited,  in  Galt, 
were  visited. 

For  the  January  meeting  of  the  Chib. 
Mr.  E.  Elkin  of  National  Steel  Cor- 
poration is  going  to  discuss  some  aero- 
nautical subject. 

The  executive  wishes  every  member 
a Merry  Christmas  and  the  best  of  luck- 
in  all  that  the  end  of  the  term  brings. 

Lorne  Pattersox,  Chairman. 


THE  TOIKE  OIKE 


3 


S.P.S.  DEBATES  CLUB 

The  extemporaneous  speaking  for  the 
Public  Speaking  Trophy  and  cash  prizes 
open  to  everybody  comes  off  in  the 
West  Common  Room  at  Hart  House  on 
Friday,  Dec.  15th,  at  5 p.m.  This  is 
the  last  open  meeting  of  the  Debates 
Club  for  the  current  term. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  open 
meeting  dates  for  the  Spring  term  and 
is  purely  tentative : 

Friday,  Jan.  19:  Segsworth  debate, 
3rd  year  vs.  4th  year. 

Friday,  Feb.  2:  Open. 

Friday,  Feb.  9:  Segsworth  debate, 
1st  year  vs.  2nd  year. 

Friday,  Feb.  23:  Segsworth  final  de- 
bate and  presentation  of  trophy  to  win- 
ning year. 

Friday,  March  8:  Open. 

Friday,  March  IS:  Annual  dinner. 

If  possible  the  club  plans  on  taking- 
over  one  of  the  regular  Engineering- 
Society  meeting  and  having  a real  bang- 
up  debate  between  members  of  the  fac- 
ulty and  students  mixed  together,  ac- 
companied by  fireworks. 

Rowed  Greig,  Chairman. 


Souse : “Shay,  do  you  think  my  wife 
will  be  able  to  smell  my  breath  ?” 

Pal:  “Naw,  the  alcohol  completely 
covers  it  up.” 


ENGINEERING  PHYSICS  CLUB 

Club  activities  for  1939  closed  with 
a bang  on  the  4th  of  December  with 
our  combined  Mechanical,  Electrical, 
and  Engineering  Physics  Club  Dance 
at  the  Arcadian.  To  those  of  you  who 
weren’t  able  to  attend — our  sympathies. 
It  was  one  swell  party,  and  should 
be  long  remembered ! 

Your  executive  intends  to  get  things 


moving  early  next  year,  and  already 
has  several  speakers  lined  up.  We  hope 
to  hold  the  first  meeting  during  the 
second  week  of  the  term,  so  get  those 
problems  and  lab  reports  out  of  the 
way  early ! 

Have  a good  HOLIDAY  but  don’t 
work  too  hard  for  those  exams, — and 
we’ll  see  you  all  next  year. 

Merry  Christmas  and  all  that ! 

Henry  Stark, 
Chairman. 


“I  never  call  on  Alice  anymore.” 
“Why  man,  there  are  lots  worse  girls 
than  Alice.” 

“Sure,  and  that’s  what  I want.” 


CHEMICAL  CLUB 

Well  fellows,  the  first  term  has  quick- 
ly come  to  an  end, — many  things  hav- 
ing occurred  in  its  wake.  The  Club  had 
a successful  term.  The  meetings  were 
enlivened  by  skits  and  games  and  the 
Buffalo  trip  was  something  to  tip  your 
glass  to. 

At  present  it  looks  as  if  a big  dinner 
is  in  the  offing  at  Diana  Sweets  or  the 
University  Club.  The  whole  thing  de- 
pends upon  the  passing  of  the  idea  of 
collecting  the  Club  fees  with  the  En- 
gineering Society  fees.  If  this  happens, 
we  can  use  some  of  our  surplus  (????) 

We  have  3 more  meetings  left,  one 
each  month  for  January,  February,  and 
March.  The  January  or  February  meet- 
ing will  probably  be  the  super-de-luxe 
gastronomical  dinner.  The  March  meet- 
ing will  be  a noon  hour  meeting  so  that 
you  chappies  won’t  lose  an  hour’s  study 
for  those  little  things  called  examina- 
tions. 

At  this  time  of  the  year  there  is  a 
custom  which  is  going  the  rounds.  Not 


because  it  is  a custom  but  for  what  the 
saying  means  I wish  you  all  a “Merry 
Christmas  and  A Happy  New  Year.” 
G.  Kennedy,  Chairman. 


Sheriff : “Say,  young  lady,  there’s  no 
swimming  here  in  this  lake.” 

Girl : “Well,  Why  didn’t  you  tell  me 
that  before  I got  undressed?” 

Sheriff:  “Wal,  there  ain’t  no  law 
agin  that !” 


MINING  AND  METALLURGICAL 
CLUB 

On  November  22nd  the  Club  held  a 
meeting  in  Hart  House  and  Dr.  Dugald 
Jackson  gave  us  a talk  on  “Engineer- 
ing”. He  dealt  with  the  relationship 
of  the  engineer  to  his  profession  and 
the  community.  Dr.  Jackson  is  a wide- 
ly known  lecturer  and  submitted  an 
excellent  address. 

The  first  dinner  of  the  year  was  held 
at  the  Military  Institute  on  December 
7th.  Mr.  J.  Gordon  Hardy,  President 
of  Falconbridge  Nickel  Mines,  was  our 
guest  speaker.  Mr.  Hardy  gave  an  ad- 
dress on  his  travels  and  experiences 
while  still  a young  field  engineer.  He 
spoke  of  Mexican  Silver  Mines,  an  em- 
erald mine  in  South  America,  nitrate 
deposits  and  gold  placer  mining  in 
Chile,  and  also  of  a Japanese  copper 
mine.  His  address  was  excellent  and  in 
closing  he  gave  us  all  great  hopes  for 
the  future. 

A Club  dance  is  planned  to  take  place 
at  the  Savarin  “Dutch  Terrace”  on  Fri- 
day, January  5th,  1940 — right  after  your 
exams.  And  it  will  be  cheap,  boys ! 
Only  35c  per  person  cover  charge ! See 
j'-ou  all  there. 

Fred  Bolton 
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SCHOOL  AT-HOME 


Take  Her 
to  the 
At-Home 
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ALUMNI  NOTES 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
your  Fourth  Year  President  and  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Engineering  So- 
ciety. Also  you  have  the  President  of 
the  Engineering  Society  on  the  Alumni 
Council.  Thus  you  can  see  that  you 
are  well  represented  and  should  take 
an  interest  in  the  doings  of  your 
Alumni.  Talk  to  some  of  these  fellows 
and  you  will  see  that  we  are  doing  our 
best  to  help  you,  your  Faculty,  and  the 
University  as  a whole. 

And  now  may  we  wish  you  all  the 
very  best  of  Christmas  Cheer  and 
Prosperity  in  the  year  and  years  to 
come. 

Your  Ai.umni 


SHOPPING  EARLY 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Monday.  Every  one  will  require  to  do 
shopping  early  because  of  Sunday.  No 
cheques  to  be  cashed  at  the  bank  after 
Saturday  noon,  no  marketing  after  Sat- 
urday afternoon,  no  shopping  Christmas 
eve.  Nearly  everything  will  have  to  be 
planned  to  run  twenty-four  hours  ahead 
of  the  usual. 

When  we  go  home  for  Christmas  we 
will  find  Mother  will  be  just  so  much 
ahead  with  her  multifarious  prepara- 
tions that  Saturday  will  really  be 
Christmas  Eve.  Mother  and  all  the  rest 
of  us  (perhaps?)  will  be  resting  Sun- 
day, taking  a deep  breath  ready  for  a 
strenuous,  happy  and  crowded  Christ- 
mas Monday.  But  let  us  all  oe  sure  to 
attend  Service  Sunday  or  Christmas 
Day,  thanking  God  for  our  homes  i:i 
Canada,  far  removed  from  war’s  alarms 
and  kept  for  us  by  the  British  Navy. 

Everything  adoing  will  be  doing  early 
this  year,  and  pre-Christmas  prepara- 
tions will  be  intensified.  If  we  live  out 
in  the  Province  we  will  be  “hopping 
it"  home  early  for  the  weekend.  Let 
us  hope  the  journey  will  be  bv  train, 
because  there  is  so  much  pleasure  and 
fun  going  in  groups,  from  the  railway 
station,  in  railway  cars,  and  driving 
home  after  being  met  at  the  train  by 
brother  or  sister.  Going  home  any  dis- 
tance by  motor  car  loses  some  of  the 
Christmas  thrill — unless  perchance  there 
is  a moon ; and  there  will  be  1 
* * * 

When  you  are  home  there  will  he  so 
many  things  to  do — that  you  want  to 
do,  have  to  do,  that  other  people  want 
you  to  do  and  which  you  can’t  resist — 
that  you  will  be  carried  hither  and  yon. 
You  will  be  pulled  out  as  if  by  a couple 
of  couples  working  overtime ; dynami- 
cally, or  would  it  be  statically? 

If  you  are  to  win  out  in  the  contest, 
in  city,  town  or  village,  you  will  have 
to  be  up,  out  and  at  it  early  as  well  as 
late.  Not  only  to  get  at  the  early  shop- 
ping, but  to  get  the  early  sunrise,  the 


early  hot  water,  the  early  paper,  •‘•he 
early  breakfast,  the  early  delivery  and 
the  early  mail  collection,  the  early  tele- 
phone, the  early  date,  the  early'  film 
showing,  the  early  skating,  the  early 
supper,  and  the  early  dances  (you  will 
doubtless  add  the  subscript  "late"'  to  the 
last  two  as  well). 

Speaking  of  sunrises,  how  many 
times  have  you  seen  the  sun  rise  the 
past  Autumn?  Some  of  them  have  been 
quite  beautiful — I do  not  mean  the  kind 
you  see  in  the  City  streets  after  a 
late  dance,  but  just  in  your  normal 
day.  If  you  sleep  in  a “sunrise  room” 
or  if  you  are  up  and  out  about  your 
usual  day’s  work  in  the  early  hours, 
genuinely  so,  you  will  know  what  I 
mean.  As  engineers,  many  of  us  have 
often  been  working  through  the  night 
or  have  been  up  and  at  it  well  before 
sunrise.  We  surely  get  the  fee!  of  liv- 
ing and  doing,  as  we  see  the  rosy  tinted 
dawn  and  clouds  in  the  east,  and  the 
gradually'  rising  sun  come  up  to  wel- 
come us.  It  as  surely  gives  a thrill  to 
life  and  puts  us  on  our  toes,  with  the 
feeling  that  we  are  in  a great  throbbing 
world  and  are  doing  our  part  as  each 
new  day  comes  round.  “Take  comfort 
nor  forget,  that  sunrise  never  failed  m. 
yet.” 

* * * 

Did  you  ever  get  up  early  one  morn- 
ing before  Christmas  and  find  mother 
already  in  the  kitchen  making  the 
Christmas  cake?  Ask  her  some  time 
how  many  hours  it  takes  to  bake ; she 
will  have  to  make  a computation  of 
minutes  per  pound  to  give  you  the 
answer  (ask  her  if  twenty  minutes  per 
pound  is  right) — if  it  is,  then  you  will 
realize  why  she  starts  at  it  so  early. 

Now  that  you  are  in  the  kitchen 
(home  or  abroad),  ask  mother,  or 
sister,  or  your  capable  and  knowing 
girl-friend  cook,  what  goes  into  turkey- 
dressing  and  if  you  are  there  early  she 
may  let  you  help  her  with  it.  You 
know  our  keenest  sense  is  that  of  smell 
and  it  provides  the  longest  memory ; 
you  will  never  forget  the  fragrant  smell 
of  real  old  fashioned  savory  turkey- 
dressing  in  the  making — sage,  thyme, 
marjoram  or  what  have  you? 

By  the  way,  have  they  let  you  carve 
the  turkey  for  the  family  at  the  Christ- 
mas Dinner  party', — sixteen  pounds  for 
twelve  people?  Try  it,  take  a chance, 
but  you  will  have  to  start  early:  at  any 
rate  to  learn  early.  All  engineers  should 
be  able  to  carve  a turkey  and  do  it 
well,  just  as  well  as  a medical ! Divid- 
ing as  in  carving,  adding  as  in  second 
helpings,  subtracting  as  when  diminish- 
ing utility  has  gone  the  limit  (and  you 
are  the  last  to  be  served)  ah  come 
within  the  engineer’s  sphere  with  his 
mathematics  and  his  sense  of  oropor- 
tion.  Certainly  here  too,  “The  Engineer 


is  by  nature  an  economist”.  But  start 
early,  as  early  as  they  will  let  you  and 
learn  to  carve  a turkey. 

* * * 

Now  as  to  Christmas  presents.  It  is 
all  very  well  to  talk  about  shopping 
early  for  Christmas,  but  one  must  ex- 
ercise some  ingenuity,  some  curiosity 
and  some  sense  about  choosing  them 
for  one’s  relatives  and  friends.  Not  only 
is  one  confronted  with  the  everlasting- 
economic  laws  of  substitution  and  com- 
petition, but  one  has  to  use  some  subtle 
means  of  ascertaining  the  nature  of 
prospective  wants  in  order  to  satisfy 
personal  equations.  The  shop  windows 
and  the  salesmen  and  salesladies  add 
to  one’s  perplexity  and  uncertainty. 

There  are  four  kinds  of  Christmas 
presents.  1.  Needful.  2.  Useful.  3. 
Needless,  and  4.  Useless.  The  first  two 
should  be  purchased  early,  hence  early- 
shopping.  The  last  two  may  be  purch- 
ased anytime,  and  often  are,  hence  the 
last  minute  shoppers  and  the  new  signs 
just  hung  up  this  week  in  Toronto's 
street  cars  "From  now  until  Christmas, 
street  traffic  is  most  dangerous,  visibility' 
is  at  its  worst,  minds  are  preoccupied : 
traffic  is  heavy”. 

If  you  know  what  you  want  to  buy 
for  Father,  Tom,  or  Mary,  and  have 
the  ready  means,  why  not  go  and  get 
it  while  the  going  is  good.  Do  it  now 
— even  yesterday- — because  some  one  else 
may  have  had  the  same  bright  thought 
the  day  before  yesterday. 

♦ * * 

An  English  gentleman  was  walking- 
in  his  park  with  his  two  guests  and 
they  fell  into  an  argument  as  to  when 
was  the  proper  time  to  cut  an  ash 
walking  stick  in  the  forest.  One  main- 
tained the  Spring  was  the  time,  whilst 
the  sap  was  running  up.  Another  claim- 
ed that  it  should  be  in  the  Summer 
after  the  sap  had  gone  up.  The  third 
argued  that  surely  it  would  be  the 
Autumn  when  the  full  growth  of  the 
young  ash  tree  had  been  attained  for  the 
year  and  it  had  become  thoroughly' 
hardened. 

Unable  to  settle  the  argument,  the 
gentlemen  agreed  to  leave  the  question 
to  Thomas  the  gardener  when  they  got 
back  to  the  house.  Thomas,  a wise  old 
lad,  many  years  on  the  estate,  patiently 
heard  their  respective  claims  and  de- 
livered his  judgment: — "Well,  gentle- 
men, in  my  opinion,  the  best  time  to 
cut  an  ash  stick  is  the  first  time  you 
see  it,  because  it  may  not  be  there  the 
next  time  y'ou  pass  by.” 

With  best  wishes  to  all  for  a Happy 
Christmas  and  a Prosperous  and  For- 
tunate New  Year. 

C.  H.  Mitchell, 

. . Dean. 

December  15,  1939. 


